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BACKGROUND

Nepal is a low-income country with high levels
of external funding in the health sector. It faces @
a triple burden of noncommunicable diseases, @ MED T EREANEAN
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proposal records from the Nepal Health o
Research Council (NHRC), Government of
Nepal, represent the best available evidence.
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KEY MESSAGES

« 357 foreign funded health research proposals were recorded in Nepal from 2010-2014. 82%
were funded by organizations or individuals based in Europe or North America (see map).

+ 8 proposals were from funders in low or middle-income countries; the majority of these (75%)
were from Asia.

+  The nationality of the bulk of Principal Investigators (Pls) named on research projects was Nepali
(213), followed by American (45) and British (21).

* The largest proportion of funding (53%) came from universities (29%) and international non-
governmental organizations (24%).

+ The most frequent focus areas of proposals were communicable diseases (23%), health care
delivery system (17%) and reproductive health (17%); the focus area of 13% of proposals was
‘miscellaneous’, which includes interdisciplinary research.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

* Health research funding is an important foreign policy and national planning tool.

* The results of this study suggest that substantial external funds support health research in Nepal.
However, the focus of externally funded projects is concentrated in specific areas, such as
communicable diseases, which may not align with national health research needs.

* Nepalese researchers are listed as
leading the majority of research
projects, indicating efforts to build
local researcher capacity.

* Research funding information

should be regularly evaluated and

TRADITIONAL MEDICINE used to ensure foreign funders and
MISCELLANEOUS | 45 donors are accountable to local

needs.

*  Further reporting and auditing of health research funding in Nepal, and internationally, is
essential to enable informed prioritization and transparency.
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